- Their next stop was the National Museum of Anthropology,
"That's Ia Piedra de] Sol—the Sun Stone,” Diego said, pointing to
an enaormous digse, "The Astecs carved symbols on it that tell the
history of the universe and the destruction of four worlds. The
gun god ig in the center.”
“It must weigh a ton,” Martin said
“Twenty-four tons,
actuallyl” Diego said (o)
He motioned Martinto | (10
» follow him, "Let’s look

at the exhibite about




“It looks like people are having a party on every
one of these boats,” Martin said.

Lupe nodded. “The boatg are trajineras A ride on
the canalg with food and music iz a popular outing
for Mexicang and touriste During the time of the
Aztecs there wag a large lake here, and much of the
food for the capital was grown on it”

"How do you grow food on a lake?” Martin asked.

"The farmers created small islands called chinampas
out of mud and planted their crops on them,” Lupe

explained. "Today some chinampasremain gtll, and
farmers qrow flowers as well ag vegetables on them.”
Martin noticed that See-me wasg about to join one
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¢ =  When Martin and hic friends reached Palenque’s Templo de las Inseripeiones or

“~ Temple of Inecriptions, a magnificent qreen and red bird swooped down.

' "A quetzall” Pedro gaid "The Maya kings used this bird’s long tail feathers ag a sign
of authority. One king, Pakal the Great, ruled Palenque for gixhy-eight years and made
it a great city. Hig tomb ig in this temple. It wag finished by hig son, Kan B'alam I1”

"T've met someone called B'alam,” Martin gaid. "The name meang jagquar.”

When they entered the temple, they saw large tablets covered with hieroghyphs—
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< "The Maya were the only ancient people in the Americag to have a complete

mhmgsgﬂte:n Diego said. “They were algo fine mathematicians and
P Hirumrnﬂrs.'l"l‘n&g ewnmemedlwwhngit takeg the Earth to

o




